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	 Chapter	One	 is	 a	 rather	 rambling	 introduction	 to	Runa	 history	 and	
historicity,	which	also	establishes	the	ethnographers’	credentials	and	introduces	
some	native	protagonists,	while,	by	the	authors’	own	admission,	 introducing	
a	 lot	of	 terminology,	which	 is	 justified	by	 the	assertion	of	 the	‘fundamental	
indigenous	postulate	that	to	be	fully	human	is	to	know	other	cultures	as	well	
as	one’s	own’	(page	27).	This	statement,	which	rings	true	for	an	Amazonianist	
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anthropologist,	 nevertheless	 goes	 against	 the	 grain	 of	 the	 authors’	 general	
hostility	to	structuralism—these	words	could	almost	have	come	from	the	pen	
of	Lévi-Strauss	himself.	










Three	discusses	concepts	of	 shuj shimita yachai	 (other	spoken	knowledge,	or	















the	 tension	between	 the	 church	 (representing	authority	 and	hierarchy)	 and	
the	yachajuí,	‘the	force	field	and	spirit	shield	of	one	important	set	of	stylized	
behaviors	to	be	attached	to	special	festive	knowledge’	(pp.122-3)—it	is	only	








out	of	conjunctures’—the	Runa	‘play	out	 their	 ritual...only	where	 there	 is	a	
manifestation	of	Catholic	hegemony’	(page	158)—but	they	seem	to	me	rather	
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to	 stories	 of	 economic	 enterprise	 (including	 both	 indigenous	 and	 external	
initiatives)	 and	 indigenous	 attempts	 to	 ‘educate’	whites	 and	mestizos	 about	
their	culture,	and	it	includes	a	minute	description	of	preparations	for	a	major	
ceramics	exhibition.	There	is	no	systematic	discussion	of	indigenous	aesthetic	













participants	 and	first	 hand	 observers	 collected	 by	 the	 authors.	The	 role	 of	


















relations,	 indeed	how	culturally	and	historically	 interdependent	 the	Achuar	
and	Quichua	are	(Taylor	2007).	
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state	 that	 they	write	 this	 in	May	2007,	yet	curiously	 the	only	discussion	of	
the	implications	of	the	arrival	in	power	in	January	2007	of	a	new,	left-leaning	
regime	under	Rafael	Correa,	elected	in	November	2006,	is	confined	to	a	short	















make	 sense	of	 such	 encounters	with	 ‘modernity’,	 the	 authors	 introduce	 the	
oddly	termed	notion	(combined	with	what	seems	an	unnecessary	coinage)	that	
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summary	of	the	book’s	overarching,	or	rather	underlying,	theoretical	argument.	
But	 they	 also	 sum	up	 the	 project	 of	 professional	 anthropology	 since	Boas,	
Malinowski,	Evans	Pritchard	 and,	 yes,	Lévi-Strauss.	Most	 anthropologists	
since	the	Great	War	have	tried	to	understand	cultural	practices	on	their	own	










the	 sister	 discipline	 of	 history,	which	 they	 evoke	 throughout:	 for	 example,	
they	write	that	the	‘early	modern	(fifteenth-	and	sixteenth	century)	Western	
schism	between	Protestants	and	Catholics	came	to	overt	violence	in	Sarayacu	











	 Puyo Runa	 is	a	rich	ethnographic	source	which	will	be	of	great	interest	
to	 certain	 specialists,	particularly	 those	working	with	 the	Canelos	Quichua	
themselves	 and	neighboring	peoples.	 It	has	many	 resonances	with	material	
from	elsewhere	 in	Amazonia,	 including	 a	 great	 deal	 of	 theory,	 but	 there	 is	
unfortunately	 almost	 no	 comparative	 discussion	 at	 all	 (which	 is	 especially	
surprising	 for	 a	 book	whose	 title	 situates	 it	 in	 ‘Modern	Amazonia’),	 and	
the	theoretical	discussion	is	limited	in	scope,	somewhat	outdated,	and	often	
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